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cocaine because crack is absorbed through the membranes of the lungs, entering the bloodstream and the brain within 10-15 seconds. as such, the risk of overdosing is extremely high, leading to convulsions, coma, and death. symptoms of crack overdose are rapid heart rate

and hyperventilation. the impact of crack on the health and life of those who use it are devastating, with many of the users entering dangerous cycles of abuse. some experience great highs, which lead to a stronger desire for more crack, while others experience severe anxiety,
agitation, and paranoia. crack users also experience a loss of control and self-awareness, which makes it easier for them to engage in risky behavior such as theft, assault, prostitution, and criminal activity.
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the relative risk of cocaine versus crack increases with the number of lines of use, as the amount of powder ingested for each dose of crack is equivalent to the powder ingested by smoking 2-3 lines of crack. this does not mean that crack use is "risk free", as crack use is associated with a high risk of overdose, especially for users who
are not able to administer naloxone (i.e., overdose) or have suffered from a severe cocaine-induced overdose in the past. crack use is also associated with higher drug-related health consequences (e.g., hiv and other stds). crack users are also more likely to use other illegal substances (e., heroin) and to use legal substances (e.,

marijuana) more frequently. crack use is also associated with greater likelihood of being arrested. cocaine is also associated with higher mortality. though the relative risk of mortality from crack is lower than for cocaine, the absolute risk is higher. this is because crack users are more likely to have untreated medical conditions (e.g.,
hiv) and experience other drug-related complications (e., hepatitis c and other stds). this increased risk is further exacerbated because crack is so inexpensive. a key caveat to this research is that the results may not be generalizable to all us states; however, it does provide a broad overview of the health status of individuals who are

currently incarcerated and on parole or probation for crack-related offenses. the national institute on drug abuse (nida) has documented a wealth of information about the health consequences of crack use, including a description of the potency of crack cocaine and the dosage/amounts of crack users commonly use. 5ec8ef588b
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